
                                         UNCHAINED MELODY 
   
Alex North and Hy Zaret, composers.  This 1955 song was written for a little-
known prison film, “Unchained”. Bobby Hatfield of the Righteous Brothers soloed 
on this song, a huge hit in 1965. Hatfield’s incredible control of his voice and his 
vocal range make his version of Unchained Melody unsurpassable. 

Verses: 4 beats per chord unless noted. Emphasis on the 2nd and 4th beats; 
slow and deliberate.    Bridge: 2 beats per chord unless noted.                                               

                First sung note “C”       1,2,3,4,  1,2,3,4

C          Am         F                 G                           C           Am              G     G7
Oh, my love, my darling; I’ve hungered for your touch, a long, lonely time;
        C               Am     F                G                      C              Am             G      G7 
And time—rolls by, so slowly, and time can do so much. Are you. . . still mine?
  C                     G    Am                 Em           F                       G            C     C7
I need your love,   I need your love.     God, speed your love,    to. . . .me.

               F/        /        G/     /          F/    /          Eb/   /       
Lonely rivers flow,  to the sea,  to the sea;

               F/       /        G/     /            C/   /    C7/   /
To the open arms—of the sea;

               F/         /        G/     /             F/   /             Eb/   /   
 Lonely rivers sigh:  wait for me,  wait for me;

               F/      /           G/        /           C////
I’ll be coming home, wait for me;

C          Am         F                 G                           C           Am                    G  G7
Oh, my love, my darling; I’ve hungered for your touch, a long, lonesome time;
        C               Am     F                G                      C              Am        G     G7 
And time—rolls by, so slowly, and time can do so much. Are you still mine?
  C                     G           Am                Em                F                          G             
I ne-e-eed your lo-ove, I need. . . your lo-ove. God, speed your love,  to-o-o-o-o.. 
                                                                                                        C     Am F C/
                                                                                                        me-e-e.
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